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ABSTRACT

A study was undertaken to estimate combining ability for fruit yield and yield contributing components in
brinjal using twenty-eight brinjal hybrids obtained from half-diallel of eight elite genotypes were evaluated
along with their parents and standard check GIJBH-4 during Late kharif 2022-23 (E, ), Rabi 2022-23 (E,) and
Early Rabi 2023-24 (E,) at the Instructional Farm, Jambuvadi, College of Horticulture, J.A.U., Junagadh. The
observations were recorded on five randomly selected plants for 12 traits viz., number of primary branches,
fruit length, fruit diameter, fruit weight, number of fruits per plant, fruit yield per plant. The pooled analysis
of variance for combining ability revealed significant differences of GCA and SCA variances indicated that
both additive and non-additive gene effects played an important role in the genetic control of all the traits.
Parents JBR-21-14, JBL-21-09 and JBL-21-10 were good general combiners for fruit yield per plant asindicated
by significant and positive gca effects. Out of 28 crosses, one, twelve, nine and thirteen crosses exhibited
significant and positive sca effects in E , E,, E, and in pooled, respectively for fruit yield per plant. The
highest, estimates of sca effects in hybrids varied from 0.35 (JBR-20-01 x JBR-20-11); 0.80 (JBR-21-06 x JBL-
21-10); 0.84 (JBL-21-09 x JBL-21-10) and 0.60 (JBL-21-09 x JBL-21-10) and in E , E,, E, and on pooled,
respectively. Cross JBL-21-09 x JBL-21-10 had highest significant and positive sca effect of fruit yield per
plant which involves good x good combiner parents. This cross also expressed high sca effect for fruit
diameter and fruit weight.
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Introduction

Brinjal (Solanum melongena L.), also known as
eggplant, is an important vegetable crop of India grown
throughout the year. However, it is widely cultivated in
both temperate and tropical regions of the globe mainly
for its immature fruits as vegetables (Rai et al., 1995),
but in the temperate regions it is cultivated mainly during
warm season. India is regarded as the primary centre of
origin/diversity of brinjal (Vavilov, 1931 and Bhaduri,
1951). The general combining ability is primarily a measure
of additive or fixable genetic variance and specific
combining ability is mainly a function of dominance
variance or non-fixable genetic variance. The random
mating design is a useful tool for preliminary evaluation

of genetic stock for use in hybridization programme with
a view to identify good combiners, which may be used to
build up a population with favourable and fixable genes
for effective yield improvement. These studies provide
necessary information regarding choice of parents and
illustrate the nature and magnitude of gene action involved
in expression of desirable traits. The crosses showing
significantly desirable and reliable specific combining
ability effects over wide range of environments have the
potential of being commercially exploited for the
production of F, hybrids. Studies on genetic divergence
and combining ability of parents on one side and magnitude
of heterosis on the other side will facilitate identification
of heterotic hybrids.
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Materials and Methods

The experimental material comprised of eight
homozygous lines namely, JBR-20-01, JBR-20-11, JBR-
21-06, JBR-21-14, JBR-20-06, JBL-21-12, JBL-21-09 and
JBL-21-10. These eight parents were crossed with half-
diallel mating design to derive 28 F, hybrids. The
experiment was conducted in randomized block design
with three replication during Late kharif 2022-23 (E,),
Rabi 2022-23 (E,) and Early Rabi 2023-24 (E,) at the
Instructional Farm, Jambuvadi, College of Horticulture,
J.A.U., Junagadh, India. Each entry was sown in a single
row plot of 5.4 m length keeping row-to-row and plant-
to-plant distance of 90 cm and 60 cm, respectively. The
recommended package of practices and necessary plant
protection measures were followed timely to raise a
healthy crop of brinjal. For late kharif-2022-23 season,
the nursery was raised during first week of July 2022;
For Rabi-2022-23, the seeds were sown in nursery during
last week of September 2022, while for early Rabi- 2023-
24 season, the seeds were sown during last week of
August 2023. Seedlings were transplanted in the field
after 55 days of sowing in the nursery for both rabi and
late kharif planting. Observations were recorded from
five randomly selected plants in each replication for fruit
length (cm), fruit girth (cm), number of fruits per plant,
average fruit weight (g), number of primary branches
per plant and fruit yield per plant (kg). The magnitude of
heterosis in hybrids was expressed as percentage
increase or decrease of a character over better parent
and standard check variety (GJBH-4) using standard
formula.

Results and Discussion
Analysis of variances for combining ability

The analysis of variance for combining ability, using
diallel mating design in respect of eight parents and 28

crosses for all the six characters in individual environment
is presented in Table 1. The analysis of variance in each
environment (Griffings, 1956a Method 11, Model 1)
revealed that mean square due to general combining ability
(GCA) was significant for all the characters in all the
three environments. Likewise, mean square due to
specific combining ability (SCA) was significant for all
the characters in all the three environments (except fruit
yield per plant and total fruit yield in E, ). Significant mean
squares due GCA and SCA for the concerned characters
suggested difference among parents for GCA and among
hybrids for SCA. The o?sca was considerably higher
than their corresponding c?gca for all the characters in
all the three environments (except fruit yield per plant
and total fruit yield in E,) (Table 1), which indicated
preponderance of non-additive gene action in the
inheritance of these traits. Significance of general and
specific combining ability variances were also reported
earlier for fruit yield and yield components by Bhatt
(2018), Kaushik et al. (2018), Kolekar (2018), Kachouli
et al. (2019) and Siva et al. (2020).

Estimation of general combining ability effects

Estimates of general combining ability for various
traits have been presented in Table 2.

Fruit length (cm)

Only two parents in E,, E,, E, and pooled exhibited
significant and positive gca effects. Among the parents,
gca effect was significant and positive for JBL-21-12 in
E, (1.40), E, (1.27), E, (1.34) and pooled (1.34) and JBL-
21-09inE, (0.36), E, (0.43), E, (0.42) and pooled (0.40).
Hence, both parents were registered as good general
combiners for fruit length. Further comparison across
the environments indicated that the parents viz., JBR-
20-01in E, (-1.05), E, (-1.03), E, (-1.07) and pooled (-
1.05); JBR-20-11inE, (-0.52), E, (-0.52), E, (-0.58) and

Table 1 : Analysis of variance for combining ability of individual environment for different characters in brinjal.

Source of | Bwv | df Fruit Fruit No. of fruits Fruit No. of primary | Fruityield
variation length (cm) | diameter (cm) per plant weight (g) | branches/plant | per plant (kg)
E, 5.14** 1.08** 41.38** 377.84* 2.32%* 0.19**
GCA E |7 4.77%* 1.34** 109.86** 250.37** 2.15%* 0.48**
E, 5.34** 0.99** 141.02** 494.33** 2.87** 0.59**
E, 1.10%* 0.24** 27.18** 114.59** 0.90** 0.02
SCA E |28 0.98** 0.35** 43.43** 157.65** 0.97** 0.23**
E, 1.08** 0.35** 46.62** 143.86** 0.90** 0.24**
E, 021 011 160 18.61 0.04 0.02
Error E |70 0.26 0.05 162 1145 0.03 0.01
E, 0.15 0.07 293 10.32 0.04 0.02
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Table 2 : Estimates of general combining ability effects for different characters in brinjal.

S.no Genotypes Number of fruits per plant Fruityield per plant (kg)

o E E E, Pooled E E E, Pooled
1 JBR-20-01 -1.98** 0.38 -1.51** -1.04** -0.06 0.02 0.002 001
2 JBR-20-11 -2.14** | -4.58** -4.93** -3.88** 0.02 -0.21** -0.18** -0.14**
3 JBR-21-06 -1.43** 0.26 1.03* 0.04 -0.10* 0.01 0.04 0.02
4 JBR-21-14 3.94** 6.23** 7.65%* 5.94** 0.04 0.24** 0.18** 0.13**
5 JBR-20-06 1.50** -3.51** -2.13** -1.38** -0.22** -0.35** -0.39** -0.32**
6 JBL-21-12 041 -1.21** -1.76** -0.86** 0.18** -0.09** 0.07 0.01
7 JBL-21-09 0.30 0.89* -0.50 0.23 0.08 0.07* 001 0.05*
8 JBL-21-10 -0.60 1.52%* 2.15** 1.02** 0.18** 0.31** 0.43** 0.31**

SE.(gi)+ 0.37 0.38 0.51 0.24 0.05 0.03 0.04 0.02
SE.(gi-gj) + 0.57 0.57 0.77 0.37 0.07 0.05 0.07 0.04
S.no Genotypes Fruit diameter (cm) Fruit weight (g)

o E E E Pooled E E E Pooled
1 JBR-20-01 0.29** 0.33** 0.31** 0.31** 223 0.91 3.55** 2.23**
2 JBR-20-11 0.50** 0.59** 0.48** 0.52** 3.46** 5.66** 5.99** 5.04**
3 JBR-21-06 011 0.12 -0.25** 0.08 -153 -1.21 -1.65 -1.46*
4 JBR-21-14 0.06 -0.09 0.03 0.00 -8.16** -6.99** -9.64** -8.17**
5 JBR-20-06 0.26** 0.18* 0.19* 0.21** -9.61** -5.49** -9.91** -8.34**
6 JBL-21-12 -0.40** | -0.49** -0.48** -0.46** 4.88** 0.28 2.70** 2.62**
7 JBL-21-09 -0.31** | -0.29** 0.08 -0.23** 0.90 0.98 -1.32 047
8 JBL-21-10 -0.28** | -0.33** -0.20* -0.27** 7.84** 7.81** 10** 8.55**

SE.(gi) + 0.10 0.07 0.08 0.05 128 1.00 0.95 0.63
SE.(gi-gj) + 0.15 0.10 0.12 0.07 193 151 144 0.95
S.no Genotypes Number of primary branches Number of primary branches

o E E E Pooled E E E Pooled
1 JBR-20-01 -0.51** | -0.33** -0.55** -0.46** -1.05** -1.03** -1.07** -1.05**
2 JBR-20-11 0.23** 0.05 0.02 0.10** -0.52** -0.52** -0.58** -0.54**
3 JBR-21-06 -0.62** | -0.64** -0.62** -0.62** 018 0.07 0.06 -0.06
4 JBR-21-14 0.32** 0.33** 0.40** 0.35** 0.03 0.15 0.11 0.10
5 JBR-20-06 0.35** 0.45** 0.56** 0.45** 0.23 -0.40** -0.48** -0.37**
6 JBL-21-12 0.61** 0.69** 0.68** 0.66** 1.40%* 1.27%* 1.34** 1.34**
7 JBL-21-09 -0.56** | -0.44** -0.62** -0.54** 0.36** 0.43** 0.42** 0.40**
8 JBL-21-10 0.19** -0.11* 0.13* 0.07* 0.18 0.16 021 0.19*

SE.(gi) + 0.06 0.05 0.06 0.03 0.13 0.15 0.11 0.08
SE.(gi-gj) + 0.09 0.07 0.09 0.05 0.20 0.23 0.17 0.12

pooled (-0.54) and JBR-20-06 in E, (-0.40), E, (-0.48)  The findings are in conformity with the reports of Gharghe
and pooled (-0.37) recorded significant and negative gca et al. (2016), Makani et al. (2016), Bhatt (2018), Siva et
effects, indicating poor general combiners for fruit length.  al. (2020) and Zarna et al. (2020).



782 B.R. Gondaliya et al.

Fruit diameter (cm) Table 3 : Estimates of specific combining ability effects for fruit length

The gca effects of parents ranged from -0.40

(cm)in brinjal.

(JBL-21-12) to 0.50 (JBR-20-11); -0.49 (JBL-21- Fruit length (cm)
12) 10 0.59 (JBR-20-11); -0.48 (JBL-21-12) 0 0.48 | > " | CEOWPes E [ E | E [Pooed
(JBR-20-11); and -0.46 (JBL-21-12) 10 0.52 (BR- m——5amontsipro0 11 | 048 | 031 | 061 | 047
20-11) inE, E,, E, and on pooled, respectively. The > BRI00L BRI | 074 | L1 |37 Lo~
gca effect was significant and positive for parents ' ' ' '
viz., JBR-20-01 in (0.29) E,, (0.33) E,, (0.31) E, 3 |JBR-20-01xJBR-21-14 | 034 | -064 | 054 | -0.51*
and (0.31) pooled; JBR-20-11 in (0.50) E,, (0.59) | 4 |JBR-20-01xJBR-20-06 | 042 | 013 | 052 | 036
E,, (0.48) E, and (0.52) pooled and JBR-20-06 in [ 5 [JBR-20-01xJBL-21-12 | 1.18%* | 1.47** [ 1.09%* | 1.25%*
E)O-Z_G) 511 (0-18h) E, (0.19) E, a”%(o-ﬂ) o poo'eoll 6 [JBR-20-01xJBL21-09 | 063 | 006 | 022 | 026
asis. Hence, they were registered as good genera
combiners for fru)i/t diametgr. Parents \?IZ JlgL-Zl- 7 |JBR2001xJBL-2110) 032 | 020 | 012 | 008
12 (-0.40), JBL-21-09 (-0.31) and JBL-21-10 (-0.28) | 8 |JBR-20-11xJBR-21-06 | -164** | -108* | -11T°*| 128
in E; JBL-21-12 (-0.49), JBL-21-09 (-0.29) and 9 |JBR-20-11xJBR-21-14 | 029 0.23 043 0.31
JBL-21-10 (-0.33) in EZ; JBR-21-06 (-0.25), JBL- 10 |JBR-20-11xJBR-20-06 | -1.30** | -0.88 |-1.00**| -1.06**
21-12 (-0.48), and JBL-21-10 (-0.20) in E, and JBL- [ 11 [JBR201LxJBL-2L.12 | 118 | 0.99* | 096 | L4
21-12 (-0.46), JBL-21-09 (-0.23) and JBL-21-10 (- 35 38R 20-11xJBL21-09 | 008 | 005 | 02L | 008
0.27) on pooled basis recorded significant and \—p—wee orrs oG [ Ta7e | 1447 | 114% | 130~
negative gca effects, indicating poor general
combiners for fruit diameter. The findings are in 14 |JBR-21-06xJBR-21-14| 002 | 018 | 023 | 013
conformity with the reports of Makani et al. (2016), | 15 |JBR-21-06xJBR-20-06 | 034 | 022 | 028 | 028
Bhatt (2018), Siva et al. (2020) and Zarna et al. | 16 [JBR-21-06xJBL-21-12 | 058 0.46 053 | 052*
(2020). ) 17 |JBR-21-06 xJBL-21-09 | 1.57** | 1.70** | 1.61** | 1.63**
Number of fruits per plant _ 18 [JBR21-06XJBL-21-10 | 042 | -105* | -L06**| -0.84**
There were three common parents In &, B, By 5550 51 4% BR2006 | 020 | 063 | 057 | 047
and pooled exhibited significant and positive gca
effects. Among the parents, gca effects was | 20 [JBR-21-14xJBL-21-12| 058 | 004 | 041 | 034
significant and positive for JBR-21-14 in E, (0.32), | 21 |JBR-21-14xJBL-21-09 | -1.27** |-1.40%* | -1.05** | -1.24**
E, (0.33), E, (0.40) and pooled (0.35); JBR-20-06 in | 22 [JBR-21-14xJBL-21-10 | 001 | 005 | 003 | 002
E1 (035), E2 (045), E3 (056) and pOOled (045) and 23 |IBR-20-06 X JBL-21-12 | -1.79** |-2.15%* | -2.22** | -2.05**
JBL-21-12 In E, (0.61), E, (0.69), E, (0.68) and 5 5506 2100 | 081 | 058 | 091 -0.76°
pooled (0.66). However, parents namely JBR-20-11 - —
in E, (0.23) and pooled basis (0.10) and JBL-21-10 | 2 |JBR-20-06xJBL-21-10] 048 | 056 | 096 067
in E, (0.19) E, (0.13) and pooled basis (0.07) were | % |JBL-21-12xJBL-21-09 | 210" | 1.41** | 1.96™* | 1.82**
found significant and positive gca effects. Hence, | 27 |JBL-21-12xJBL-21-10 | -1.57** |-1.31** [ -1.71**| -1.53**
they were also registered as good general combiners [ 28 [JBL-21-09xJBL-21-10 | -0.60 | 052 | 029 | -047
for number of primary branches. On the other hand, SEGS) 041 046 035 004
parents namely JBR-20-01 in E, (-0.51), E, (-0.33), '
E, (-0.55) and pooled (-0.46); JBR-21-06 in E, (- SE (5,75, 061 | 069 | 052 | 03
0.62), E, (-0.64), E, (-0.62) and pooled (0.62); JBL- SE (5;-S,) 058 | 065 | 049 | 033
21-09inE, (-0.56), E, (-0.44), E, (-0.62) and pooled Number of significant | 05 05 06 09
(-0.54) and JBL-21-10 in E, (-0.11) recorded crosses in desirable
significant and negative gca effect, indicating poor direction

general combiner for number of primary branches

per plant. The findings are in conformity with the reports
of Gharghe et al. (2016), Bhatt (2018), Siva et al. (2020)
and Zarna et al. (2020).

Fruit weight (g)
The gca effects of parents varied from -9.61 (JBR-

20-06) to 7.84 (JBL-21-10); -6.99 (JBR-21-14) to 7.81
(JBL-21-10); -9.91 (JBR-20-06) to 10.00 (JBL-21-10)
and -8.34 (JBR-20-06) to 8.55 (JBL-21-10) inE , E,, E,
and pooled, respectively. The significant and positive gca
effects were observed for JBR-20-11 (3.46), JBL-21-12
(4.88) and JBL-21-10 (7.84) in E,; JBR-20-11 (5.66) and
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Table4: Estimates of specific combining ability effects for fruit pooled basis; JBR-21-14inE, (-8.16), E, (-6.99), E,

diameter (cm) in brinjal.

(-9.64) and pooled (-8.17) and JBR-20-06 in E (-

Fruit diameter (cm) 9.61), E, (-5.49), E, (-9.91) and on pooled basis (-
S. no. | Genotypes Sooieq | 8-34) recorded significant and negative gea effects,
5 5 5 indicating poor general combiners for average fruit
1 |JBR20-0IxJBR-20-11 | 036 | 027 | -053" | -0.20 weight. The findings are in conformity with the
2 |JBR-20-01xJBR-21-06 | -0.17 | -047* | -0.58* |-0.41**| reports of Gharghe et al. (2016), Makani et al.
3 |JBR20-01xJBR21-14 | 008 | 022 | 043 | 024 | (2016), Bhatt (2018), Sivaet al. (2020) and Zarna et
4 [JBR20-01xJBR20-06 | 023 | 005 |-0.87**|-0.38* | al. (2020).
5 [JBR20-01xJBL21-12 | 031 | 014 | 0.82**| 0.33* | Number of primary branches
6 [JBR-20-01xJBL-21-09 | 042 |[-0.69**| -0.34 |-0.48** There were three common parents in E,, E,, E,
7 [IBR-20-01xJBL-21-10 | 031 0.14 022 | 013 | and pooled exhibited significant and positive gca
8§ |JBR20-11xJBR21-06 | 067 |058* | 058~ | 061~ | effects. Among the parents, gca effects was
5 1 BRICILBRIL | 006 0% T 056 | 0 significant and positive for JBR-21-14 in E, (0.32.),
: : : | E, (0.33), E, (0.40) and pooled (0.35); JBR-20-06 in
10 |JBR-20-11xJBR-20-06 | 0.37 008 | 1.09** | 0.46** E, (0.35), E, (0.45), E, (0.56) and pooled (0.45) and
11 |JBR20-I1xJBL21-12 | 048 |-125**| 046 |-0.73*| JBL-21-12 in E, (0.61), E, (0.69), E, (0.68) and
12 [JBR-20-11xJBL-21-09 | -030 | 0.00 |-0.68**| -0.33* | pooled (0.66). However, parents namely JBR-20-11
13 |IBR-20-11 xJBL-21-10 054 017 -0.60* | -0.44** in E1 (023) and pOO|€d basis (010) and JBL-21-10
74 [JBR21-06xJBR21-14| 035 | 000 | 008 | o | INE, (0.19) E, (0.13) and pooled basis (0.07) were
found significant and positive gca effects. Hence,
15 |JBR21-06xJBR-20-06 | 054 |-0.66*"| 017 | -0.34 they were also registered as good general combiners
16 |JBR-21-06xJBL-21-12 | -0.25 | 004 | -0.54" | -0.25 | for number of primary branches. On the other hand,
17 |JBR-21-06xJBL-21-09 | 004 | 013 | -019 | -001 | parents namely, JBR-20-01inE, (-0.51), E, (-0.33),
18 [JBR21-06xJBL-21-10 | 019 |[-0.86*| 004 | -0.33* | E, (-0.55) and pooled (-0.46); JBR-21-06 in E, (-
19 |JBR21-14xJBR20-06 | 0.93" | 105%* | 104" | 1.01 2-16(2))5 _Ezé“i-%“%é ')Esé“z-gzi g”‘i‘zp‘()oo'egz()o-f;?i JBI'-(;
-09inE, (-0.56), E, (-0.44), E. (-0.62) and poole
20 |[JBR21-14xJBL-21-12 | 048 | 022 | 009 | 026 (£0.54) aid IBL 2110 in E: (:0.11) recorded
2 |JBR-21-14xJBL-21-09 | 048 |-0.58™ 043 | -049** significant and negative gca effect, indicating poor
2 |JBR-21-14xJBL-21-10 | -044 | 011 |-0.76**| -0.36* | general combiner for number of primary branches
23 |JBR-20-06xJBL-21-12 | 048 |[0.92**| 008 | 049** | per plant. The findings are in conformity with the
24 |JBR-20-06 X JBL-21-09 | -0.80** [-0.90**| 039 |-0.70~* | reports of Makani et al. (2016), Bhatt (2018), Siva
% [JBR20-06xJBL21-10 | 007 |077| 038 | o015 | etal (2020) and Zarna et al. (2020).
26 |JBL-21-12xJBL-21-09 | 039 | 003 | 028 | 023 | Fruityield per plant (kg)
27 |IBL-21-12xJBL-21-10 | 008 | 004 | 023 0.09 The gca effects of parents varied from -0.22
28 |JBL-21-00xJBL-21-10 | 073 | 039 | 044 | 052 (EJBR(;ZS%"E?I);F? gblgé;'?'—ﬁilé grl‘_d 2JlBlﬂ)§1'-1(é) in
; 0. -20-06) to 0. -21-10) inE; -
SE(S) 030 | 020 | 024 | 014 | 539 (3BR-20-06) to 0.43 (JBL-21-10) in E, and -
SE (S-S 044 | 030 | 036 | 021 | g32 (JBR-20-06) to 0.31 (JBL-21-10) in pooled.
SE (§;-S,) 041 | 028 | 034 | 020 | Among the parents, gca effect was significant and
Number of significant 03 o o positive for JBL-21-12 and JBL-21-10 (0.18) inE,;
crosses in desirable JBR-21-14 (0.24), JBL-21-09 (0.07) and JBL-21-
direction 10 (0.31) in E,; JBR-21-14 (0.18) and JBL-21-10

JBL-21-10 (7.81) in E,; JBR-20-01 (3.55), JBR-20-11
(5.99), JBL-21-12 (2.70) and JBL-21-10 (10.00) in E,
and JBR-20-01 (2.23), JBR-20-11 (5.04), JBL-21-12
(2.62) and JBL-21-10 (8.55) on pooled basis. Hence, they
were registered as good general combiners for average
fruit weight. Further comparison across the environments
indicated that the parents viz., JBR-21-06 (-1.46) on

(0.43) inE, and JBR-21-14 (0.13), JBL-21-09 (0.05)
and JBL-21-10 (0.31) on pooled basis. Hence, they were
registered as good general combiners for fruit yield per
plant. On the other hand, parents viz., JBR-21-06 (-0.10)
and JBR-20-06 (-0.22) in E,; JBR-20-11 (-0.21), JBR-
20-06 (-0.35) and JBL-21-12 (-0.09) in E,; JBR-20-11 (-
0.18) and JBR-20-06 (-0.39) in E, and JBR-20-11 (-0.14)
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Table 5 : Estimates of specific combining ability effects for number

of fruits per plant in brinjal.
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. no. | Genotypes Number of fruits per plant
E E E Pooled

1 |JBR-20-01xJBR-20-11 | -174 | 178 | 338* | 114
2 |JBR-20-01xJBR-21-06 | -3.11** | 2.46* | 3.69* | 101
3 |JBR-20-01xJBR-21-14 | 171 |9.04** | 4.66** | 5.14**
4 |JBR-20-01x JBR-20-06 | -6.92** |-5.29** | -7.69** | -6.63**
5 |JBR-20-01xJBL-21-12 | 3.65** | 1.28 121 | 2.05**
6 |JBR-20-01xJBL-21-09 | 209 |-242*| -125 | 053
7 |JIBR-20-01xJBL-21-10 | -8.55** |-10.38**|-10.57**| -9.83**
8 |JBR-20-11xJBR-21-06 | -5.22** |-9.31**|-10.02**| -8.18**
9 |JBR-20-11xJBR-21-14 | -146 | 6.6** | 095 | 2.03**
10 |JBR-20-11xJBR-20-06 | -0.76 154 214 097
1 |JBR-20-11xJBL-21-12 | 093 | 076 | -110 | -0.93
12 |JBR-20-11xJBL-21-09 | 4.78** |-5.52**| -5.29** | -2.01**
13 |JBR-20-11xJBL-21-10 | 9.68** | 164 |13.93**| 8.42**
14 |JBR-21-06xJBR-21-14 | -5.10** | 235 | 159 | -0.39
15 |JBR-21-06xJBR-20-06 | 053 |-3.18**|-5.23**|-2.98**
16 |JBR-21-06xJBL-21-12 | 5.97** | 6.19** | 5.67** | 5.94**
17 |JBR-21-06xJBL-21-09 | 121 |-7.84**|-9.25**| -530**
18 |JBR-21-06x JBL-21-10 | 6.51** |10.86**| 8.97** | 8.78**
19 |JBR-21-14xJBR-20-06 | 9.09** |-11.47*% 015 | -0.74
20 |JBR-21-14xJBL-21-12 | 3.19** | 096 | 3.25* | 1.83*
21 |JBR-21-14xJBL-21-09 | -4.9** |[8.00** | 095 | 0.72
2 |JBR-21-14xJBL-21-10 | 120 097 | 053 | 055
23 |JBR-20-06 X JBL-21-12 | 4.23** | 7.24** | 7.50** | 6.32**
24 |JBR-20-06x JBL-21-09 | -1.47 |9.34** | 8.64** | 5.50**
25 |JBR-20-06x JBL-21-10 | 5.17** | 5.97** | 278 | 4.64**
26 |JBL-21-12xJBL-21-09 | 2.43* | 6.51** |11.27**| 6.74**
27 |JBL-21-12xJBL-21-10 | -3.60** |-5.12**| -7.78** | -5.50**
28 |JBL-21-09xJBL-21-10 | -6.29** | 0.58 216 | -119

SE(S) 115 115 155 0.75

SE(S;-S,) 170 17 2.30 11

SE(S;-S,) 160 161 2.17 105

Number of significant 10 1 10 1

crosses in desirable

direction

and JBR-20-06 (-0.32) on pooled basis recorded
significant and negative gca effects, indicating poor

general combiners for fruit yield per plant. The findings

are in conformity with the reports of Gharghe et al.
(2016), Makani et al. (2016), Bhatt (2018), Siva et al.

(2020) and Zarna et al. (2020).

The gca effects of parents are presented in Table
1. The perusal of general combining ability effects
of parents revealed that parents JBR-21-14, JBL-
21-09 and JBL-21-10 were good general combiners
for fruit yield per plant having concentration of
favourable genes as indicated by significant and
positive gca effects for these parents. Besides having
good combining ability effects for fruit yield per plant,
parent JBR-21-14 was also observed good combiner
for number of primary branches, number of fruits
per plant and fruit yield per plant; parent JBL-21-09
was also observed good combiner for fruit length
and fruit yield per plant and parent JBL-21-10 was
also observed good combiner for number of primary
branches, fruit length, fruit weight, number of fruits
per plant and fruit yield per plant. The high gca effects
for fruit yield and its different components traits were
also reported by Gharghe et al. (2016), Makani et
al. (2016), Bhatt (2018), Siva et al. (2020) and Zarna
et al. (2020).

Estimation of specific combining ability

The estimate of specific combining ability (sca)
effects of the crosses for different characters for
individual and pooled over environments are
presented in Tables 3 to 8. The salient features of
the results of specific combining ability effects for
different characters are given below:

Fruit length (cm) : The estimates of sca effects
in crosses varied from -1.79 (JBR-20-06 x JBL-21-
12) t0 2.10 (JBL-21-12 x JBL-21-09); -2.15 (JBR-
20-06 x JBL-21-12) t0o 1.70 (JBR-21-06 x JBL-21-
09); -2.22 (JBR-20-06 x JBL-21-12) to 1.96 (JBL-
21-12 x JBL-21-09) and -2.05 (JBR-20-06 x JBL-
21-12) t0 1.82 (JBL-21-12 x JBL-21-09) inE , E,,
E, and on pooled, respectively. Out of 28 crosses,
five, six and nine crosses exhibited significant and
positive (desirable) sca effects in E, E, and E,
pooled, respectively for fruit length. The highest,
significant and positive sca effect was observed for
JBR-21-06 x JBL-21-09 (1.70) in E, and JBL-21-
12 x JBL-21-09 (2.10, 1.96 and 1.82) in E , E, and
pooled, respectively for fruit length (Table 3). The
significant sca effects for fruit yield and different
component traits were also recorded by Makani et

al. (2016), Kumar et al. (2017), Bhatt (2018) and Zarna
et al. (2020).

Fruit diameter (cm) : The estimates of sca effects
in crosses varied from -0.80 (JBR-20-06 x JBL-21-09)
to 0.93 (JBR-21-14 x JBR-20-06); -1.25 (JBR-20-11 x

JBL-21-12) to 1.05 (JBR-21-14 x JBR-20-06); -0.87
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Table 6 : Estimates of specific combining ability effects for fruit weight  for JBR-20-11 x JBR-20-06 (1.09) in E, and JBR-

(9) inbrinjal. 21-14 x JBR-20-06 (0.93, 1.05 and 1.01) in E , E,
Fruit weight (g) and pooled, respectively for fruit diameter (Table
S. no. | Genotypes Sooied | 4): The significant sca effects for fruit yield and
5 5 5 oore different component traits were also recorded by
1 |JBR-20-01xJBR-20-11 | 16.80** |15.40**| 12.61**| 14.94** Akpan et al. (2016), Gharge et al. (2016), Makani
2 |JBR-20-01xJBR-21-06 | 707 |9.16**| 855** | 8.26"* | et al. (2016), Bhatt (2018) and Zarna et al. (2020).
3 JBR-20-01x JBR-21-14 -1.38 -7.74* 021 |-511"*| Number of fruits per p|ant
4 |JBR-20-01xJBR-20-06 | 10.67**| 6.19* | 7.63** | 8.16** The estimates of sca effects in crosses varied
5 |JBR-20-01xJBL-21-12 | -5.02 -4.87 -488 | -4.92* | from-8.55 (JBR-20-01 x JBL-21-10) t0 9.68 (JBR-
6 |JBR-20-01xJBL-21-09 | 516 | 459 | 371 | -449* | 20-11xJBL-21-10); -11.47 (JBR-21-14 x JBR-20-
7 |JBR-20-0LxJBL-21-10 | 17.17%* |22.76"| 19.37%*| 19.77* gg)é‘i 103';?_(5'-\’1-5)1-0?; gg'aélélgg?ﬁo-%gi?
-01xJBL-21-10) to 13. -20-11 x JBL-21-
8 |JBR-20-11xJBR-21-06 | 10.08* [18.83**| 6.26* |11.72** 10) and -9.83 (JBR-20-01 x JBL-21-10) to 8.78
9 |JBR-20-11xJBR-21-14 | 0.93 -4.10 -1.59 -1.59 (JBR-21-06 x JBL-21-10) in E1' Ez' E3 and on pooled,
10 |JBR-20-11xJBR-20-06 | 087 | -5.72 | -553 | -4.04* | respectively. Out of 28 crosses, 10, 11, 10 and 11
11 |JBR-20-11xJBL-21-12 | 390 238 | 209 | 140 | crosses exhibited significant and positive (desirable)
12 |JBR-20-11xJBL-21-09 |-10.45**[-9.47** [-22.09*{-14.00**| sca effects in E,, E,, E, and on pooled, respectively
13 [IBR20-11xJBL2L-10 |-21.377* -3055°%|-21.93** 24 6o==| Tor number of fruits per plant. The highest, significant
- = = —1{ and positive sca effect was observed by JBR-20-11
14 |JBR-21-06xJBR-21-14 | 9.42* |12.67**|16.12**|12.74 x JBL-21-10 (9.68 and 13.93) in E1 and Es'
15 |JBR21-06xJBR-20-06 | -219 |-8.30"*| -142 | -3.97" | respectively and JBR-21-06 X JBL-21-10 (10.86) in
16 |JBR-21-06xJBL-21-12 | -637 | -6.05% | -9.14** | -7.19** | E and (8.78) on pooled basis for number of fruits
17 |JBR-21-06xJBL-21-09 | 165 | -195 | 455 142 | per plant (Table 5). The significant sca effects for
18 |IBR-21-06 X JBL-21-10 |-11.17**| -1.29 134 4.60% fruit yleld and different Component traits were also
19 [IBRI1-14xIBR20-06 | 1143 742* |-14.08%* -6.03** recorded by Gharge et al. (2016), Makani et al.
(2016), Kumar et al. (2017), Bhatt (2018) and Zarna
20 |JBR-21-14xJBL-21-12 | -3.62 0.13 167 -0.69 et al. (2020).
21 |JBR-21-14xJBL-21-09 | 7.25 312 430 4.89* . .
Fruit weight (g)
2 |JBR-21-14xJBL-21-10 | 0.62 -1.39 -2.56 -1.11 _ .
The spectrum of variation for sca effects in
2 |JBR-20-06xJBL-21-12 | 9.11* |-8.22"%] 697" | -810™" | ¢ hg505 ranged from -21.32 (JBR-20-11 x JBL-21-
24 |JBR-20-06xJBL-21-09 | 4.02 012 110.34** 4.75* | 10)t021.40 (JBL-21-09 x JBL-21-10); -30.55 (JBR-
25 |JBR-20-06xJBL-21-10 | -342 |[-9.28**| -265 |-5.12**| 20-11xJBL-21-10) to 26.05 (JBL-21-09 x JBL-21-
26 |JBL-21-12xJBL21-09 | 752 | 210 | 326 | -4.29% | 10);-22.09 (JBR-20-11 x JBL-21-09) t0 20.36 (JBL-
27 |IBL-2L-12xJBL21-10 | 940~ |9.83** | 6.65* | 863 | 2109 xJBL-21-10)and -24.60 (JBR-20-11 x JBL-
2 [JBL2109x JBL-21-10 | 21407 26,057 | 20367 22,607 | o1 L0)1022.60 (JBL-21-09x JBL-21-10)In E,, E,,
E, and on pooled, respectively. Out of 28 crosses,
SE(S) 391 | 307 | 291 | 132 | seven, nine, nineand 10 crosses exhibited significant
SE (§;-S,) 579 | 454 | 431 | 284 | and positive sca effects in E,, E,, E, and on pooled,
SE (S,-S,) 546 | 428 | 406 | 268 | respectively for fruit weight. The highest, significant
Number of significant 07 10 10 10 and positive sca effect was observed by JBL-21-09
crosses in desirable x JBL-21-10 with a value of 21.40, 26.05, 20.36 and
direction 22.60in E,, E,, E, and on pooled, respectively for

(JBR-20-01 x JBR-20-06) to 1.09 (JBR-20-11 x JBR-

fruit weight (Table 6). The significant sca effects
for fruit yield and different component traits were also

20-06) and -0.73 (JBR-20-11x JBL-21-12) 0 LOL (JBR- o rded by Gharge et al. (2016), Makani et al. (2016),

21-14 x JBR-20-06) in E,, E,, E; and on pooleq, Kumar et al. (2017), Bhatt (2018) and Zarna et al.
respectively. Out of 28 crosses, three, four, four and six (2020).

crosses exhibited significant and positive (desirable) sca
effects in E,, E,, E, and pooled, respectively for fruit

Number of primary branches

diameter. The highest, positive sca effect was observed Crosses of genotypes varied in their sca effects from
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Table 7 : Estimates of specific combining ability effects for number positive sca effects in E, E, E, and on pooled,
of primary branches in brinjal.

Number of primary branches
S. no. | Genotypes
E E E Pooled

1 |JBR-20-01xJBR-20-11 | 0.39* | 007 | 026 | 002
2 |JBR-20-01xJBR-21-06 | 0.57** | 0.89** | 0.58** | 0.68**
3 |JBR-20-01xJBR-21-14 | -0.49** | -0.07 | -0.37 |-0.31**
4 |JBR-20-01xJBR-20-06 | -0.32 |[-0.39**|-0.53**| -0.41**
5 |JBR-20-01xJBL-21-12 | -0.58** |-0.91**| -0.45* | -0.65**
6 |JBR-20-01xJBL-21-09 | -0.08 | 024 | 036 | -0.23*
7 |JBR-20-01xJBL-21-10 | 003 | 003 | 004 | 001
8 |JBR-20-11xJBR-21-06 | -1.37** | -0.36* | -0.80** | 0.84**
9 |JBR-20-11xJBR-21-14 | -010 |0.41**| -008 | 0.08
10 |JBR-20-11xJBR-20-06 | -1.79** |-1.77**| -1.77** | -1.78**
1 |JBR-20-11xJBL-21-12 | -1.05** |-1.29** | -0.96** | -1.10**
12 |JBR-20-11xJBL-21-09 | 005 | 009 | 027 0.08
13 |JBR-20-11xJBL-21-10 | 0.70** | 0.58** | 032 | 0.54**
14 |JBR-21-06x JBR-21-14 | -0.92** |-1.17**| -1.10**| 1.06**
15 |JBR-21-06x JBR-20-06 | -0.88** |-1.42**| -1.26** | -1.19**
16 |JBR-21-06xJBL-21-12 | -0.81** |-0.40**| -0.25 |-0.49**
17 |JBR-21-06x JBL-21-09 | 0.83** | 0.93** | 0.64** | 0.80**
18 |JBR-21-06xJBL-21-10 | 025 | 007 | 0.50** | 0.10
19 |JBR-21-14xJBR-20-06 | 025 |[-0.51**| -0.08 | 011
20 |JBR-21-14xJBL-21-12 | 026 |[-0.49**|-0.86**|-0.37**
21 |JBR-21-14xJBL-21-09 | 031 | -023 | -004 | -019
2 |JBR-21-14xJBL-21-10 | 021 | 0.31* | 008 | 0.20*
23 |JBR-20-06 x JBL-21-12 | -0.83** |-0.48**| -0.42* | 0.58**
24 |JBR-20-06 x JBL-21-09 | -0.53** | 021 | -0.33 |-0.36**
25 |JBR-20-06 X JBL-21-10 | 1.12** | 0.99** | 1.26** | 1.12**
26 |JBL-21-12xJBL-21-09 | 1.27** | 0.07 | 0.42* | 0.59**
27 |JBL-21-12xJBL-21-10 | -0.87** |-1.06** | -1.20** | -1.04**
28 |JBL-21-09xJBL-21-10 | 0.03 027 | 004 | 009

SE(S) 0.18 0.15 0.19 0.10

SE(S;-S,) 027 022 0.28 0.15

SE(S;-S,) 0.25 021 0.26 0.14

Number of significant 06 06 05 9

crosses in desirable

direction

respectively for number of primary branches per
plant. The highest, significant and positive sca effect
was recorded by hybrid JBL-21-12 x JBL-21-09
(1.27)inE,; and JBR-20-06 x JBL-21-10 (0.99, 1.26
and 1.12) in E,, E, and on pooled, respectively for
number of primary branches per plant (Table 7). The
significant sca effects for fruit yield and different
component traits were also recorded by Akpan et
al. (2016), Gharge et al. (2016), Bhatt (2018) and
Zarna et al. (2020).

Fruit yield per plant (kg)

The estimates of sca effects in crosses varied
from-0.18 (JBR-20-01 x JBL-21-10) to 0.35 (JBR-
20-01 x JBR-20-11); -0.60 (JBR-21-06 x JBL-21-
09) to 0.80 (JBR-21-06 x JBL-21-10); -0.80 (JBR-
20-11 x JBL-21-09) to 0.84 (JBL-21-09 x JBL-21-
10) and -0.47 (JBR-20-11 x JBL-21-09) t0 0.60 (JBL-
21-09x JBL-21-10) and inE,, E,, E, and on pooled,
respectively.

Out of 28 crosses, one, twelve, nine and thirteen
crosses exhibited significant and positive sca effects
inE,, E,, E, and in pooled, respectively for fruit yield
per plant. The highest, significant and positive sca
effect was observed 0.35 (JBR-20-01 x JBR-20-
11)inE ; 0.80 (JBR-21-06 x JBL-21-10) in E,; 0.84
(JBL-21-09 x JBL-21-10) in E, and 0.60 (JBL-21-
09 x JBL-21-10) pooled, respectively for high fruit
yield per plant (Table 8). The significant sca effects
for fruit yield and different component traits were
also recorded by Akpan et al. (2016), Gharge et al.
(2016), Makani et al. (2016), Kumar et al. (2017),
Bhatt (2018) and Zarna et al. (2020).

The best three hybrids for fruit yield per plant
on the basis of per se performance, viz., JBL-21-09
x JBL-21-10 (good x good), JBR-21-06 x JBL-21-
10 (average x good) and JBR-21-06 x JBR-21-14
(average x good) had significant desired sca effects.
This indicated that generally one or both parents with
good gca effects are desirable for producing high
yielding hybrids. However, there is one different
cross exhibited higher sca effects and ranking of
remaining two crosses was also differed. Similar

-1.79 (JBR-20-11 x JBR-20-06) to 1.27 (JBL-21-12 X
JBL-21-09); -1.77 (JBR-20-11 x JBR-20-06) to 0.99
(JBR-20-06 x JBL-21-10); -1.77 (JBR-20-11 x JBR-20-
06) to 1.26 (JBR-20-06 x JBL-21-10) and -1.78 (JBR-
20-11 x JBR-20-06) to 1.12 (JBR-20-06 x JBL-21-10) in
E,, E,, E, and on pooled, respectively. Out of 28 crosses,
six, six, five and nine crosses exhibited significant and

findings were by Suneetha et al. (2006) and Bhatt
(2018). Thus, on the basis of these results it is expected
that these three crosses may give desirable segregates
in subsequent generations and hence, it would be
worthwhile to use them for genetic improvement of fruit
yield per se. Asummarized account of the best performing
parents, best general combiners, best performing hybrids
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Table 8 : Estimates of specific combining ability effects for fruit yield per plant (kg) in brinjal.
S.no. | Genotypes Fruityield per plant (kg)
E E, E, Pooled

1 JBR-20-01x JBR-20-11 0.35* 0.56** 0.62** 0.51**
2 JBR-20-01x JBR-21-06 0.02 0.49** 0.55** 0.35**
3 JBR-20-01x JBR-21-14 .08 0.3** 0.32* 0.18*
4 JBR-20-01x JBR-20-06 0.04 -0.20* 0.27 0.17*
5 JBR-20-01 x JBL-21-12 0.14 0.03 0.02 0.06
6 JBR-20-01 x JBL-21-09 0.01 -0.25* 0.20 -0.15*
7 JBR-20-01 x JBL-21-10 0.18 -0.37** -0.38** -0.31**
8 JBR-20-11x JBR-21-06 0.09 -0.45** -0.55** -0.36**
9 JBR-20-11x JBR-21-14 0.01 0.41*%* 011 0.18*
10 JBR-20-11x JBR-20-06 001 0.03 0.07 0.03
n JBR-20-11x JBL-21-12 0.08 0.03 -0.06 0.02
12 JBR-20-11 x JBL-21-09 003 -0.57** -0.80** -0.47%*
13 JBR-20-11x JBL-21-10 0.09 -0.59** 027 -0.14*
14 JBR-21-06x JBR-21-14 0.02 0.57** 0.71%* 0.43**
15 JBR-21-06 x JBR-20-06 .08 -0.37** -0.33* -0.26**
16 JBR-21-06 x JBL-21-12 017 0.27** 0.09 0.18*
17 JBR-21-06 x JBL-21-09 013 -0.60** -0.55** -0.34**
18 JBR-21-06 x JBL-21-10 0.08 0.80** 0.64** 0.50**
19 JBR-21-14x JBR-20-06 0.17 -0.56** -0.57** -0.43**
20 JBR-21-14x JBL-21-12 011 003 0.32* 013
pal JBR-21-14 x JBL-21-09 0.04 0.59** 0.04 0.20**
2 JBR-21-14x JBL-21-10 0.20 0.07 0.05 0.07
23 JBR-20-06 x JBL-21-12 0.05 0.27** 0.26 0.16*
24 JBR-20-06 x JBL-21-09 0.08 0.57** 0.80** 0.48**
25 JBR-20-06 x JBL-21-10 0.26 0.15 0.08 0.16*
26 JBL-21-12x JBL-21-09 0.07 0.40** 0.64** 0.33**
27 JBL-21-12x JBL-21-10 0.09 0.16 -0.37** -0.15*
28 JBL-21-09x JBL-21-10 0.17 0.79** 0.84** 0.60**

SE(S) 0.14 0.10 0.14 0.07

SE(S;-S,) 021 0.15 0.20 011

SE(S;-S,) 0.19 0.14 0.19 0.10

Number of significantcrosses in desirable direction 01 12 9 13

and specific cross combinations revealed that for majority
of the characters, the best performing parents were also
found to be best general combiners though their relative
ranking were different (Table 9).

The correlation studies revealed that per se
performance of parents has correlated with gca effects
for fruit length, fruit diameter, number of fruits per plant

and average fruit weight. Likewise, a comparison of mean
performance of crosses and their sca effects presented
in Table 10 revealed that per se performance of crosses
was highly correlated with their sca effects for all the
characters indicating strong association of per se
performance and sca effect of the 28 hybrids.
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Table9: Three best crosses selected on the basis of best performing parents, good general combiners, best performing
crosses with SCA effects for different characters in brinjal.

S. | Characters Best Best Best performing sca Best specific F, sca
no. performing general F, effect Cross effect
parent combiners combination
112 3 4 5 6 7 8
1 | Fruit length (cm) | JBL-21-12 | JBL-21-12 | JBL-21-12 x JBL-21-09 | 1.82** | JBL-21-12 x JBL-21-09 1.82%*
JBL-21-10 | JBL-21-09 | JBR-21-06 x JBL-21-09 | 1.63** | JBR-21-06 x JBL-21-09 1.63%*
JBR-21-14 | JBL-21-10 | JBR-20-11 x JBL-21-12 | 1.04** | JBR-20-11 x JBL-21-10 1.39%*
2 | Fruit diameter JBR-20-11 | JBR-20-11 | JBR-21-14 x JBR-20-06 | 1.01** | JBR-21-14 x JBR-20-06 | 1.01*+*
(cm) JBR-20-01 | JBR-20-01 | JBR-20-11 x JBR-20-06 | 0.46** | JBR-20-11 x JBR-21-06 | 0.61**
JBL-21-09 | JBR-20-06 | JBR-20-11 x JBR-21-06 | 0.61** | JBL-21-09 x JBL-21-10 0.52%*
3 | Number of fruits | JBR-21-14 | JBR-21-14 | JBR-20-01 x JBR-21-14 | 8.78** | JBR-21-06 x JBL-21-10 | 8.78**
per plant JBR-20-01 | JBL-21-10 | JBR-21-06 x JBL-21-10 | 5.14** | JBR-20-11 x JBL-21-10 | 8.42**
JBR-21-06 | JBL-21-09 | JBR-21-14 x JBL-21-10 0.55 JBL-21-12 x JBL-21-09 6.74%*
4 | Fruit weight (g) | JBR-20-11 | JBL-21-10 | JBL-21-09 x JBL-21-10 | 22.60** | JBL-21-09 x JBL-21-10 | 22.60**
JBL-21-12 | JBR-20-11 | JBR-20-01 x JBL-21-10 | 19.77** | JBR-20-01 x JBL-21-10 | 19.77**
JBL-21-10 | JBL-21-12 | JBR-20-01 x JBR-20-11 | 14.94** | JBR-20-01 x JBR-20-11 | 14.94**
5 | No. of primary 1.12** 1.12**
branches JBR-20-11 x JBL-21-10 | 0.54** | JBR-21-06 x JBR-21-14 1.06%*
JBR-20-11 | JBR-21-14 | JBL-21-12 x JBL-21-09 | 0.59** | JBR-20-11 x JBR-21-06 | 0.84*=*
6 | Fruit yield per JBL-21-10 | JBL-21-10 | JBL-21-09 x JBL-21-10 | 0.60** | JBL-21-09 x JBL-21-10 0.60**
plant (kg) JBR21-14 | JBR21-14 | JBR2106 x JBL21-10 | 050** | JBR-20-01 x JBR-20-11 | 0.51**
JBR-20-11 | JBL-21-09 | JBR-21-06 x JBR-21-14 | 0.43** | JBR-21-06 x JBL-21-10 | 0.50**

Table 10 : Correlation coefficient between per se performance and gca effects as well as per se performance and sca effects in

brinjal on pooled basis.

S.no. | Characters Per se performance Per se performance
and gca effects and sca effect

1 Fruit length (cm) 0.91** 0.64**
2 Fruit diameter (cm) 0.84** 0.73**
3 Number of fruits per plant 0.80* 0.83**
4 Fruit weight (g) 0.73* 0.82**
5 Number of primary branches 1.00** 0.37

6 Fruit yield per plant (kg) 0.88** 0.84**

Conclusion

General combining ability effects of parents revealed
that parents JBR-21-14, JBL-21-09 and JBL-21-10 were
good general combiners for fruit yield per plant as
indicated by significant and positive gca effects and good
per se performance. Therefore, these parents could be
preferred in breeding programme as these are expected
to give desirable transgressive segregants in the
succeeding generations. Two crosses viz., JBR-21-14 x
JBL-21-10 and JBL-21-12 x JBL-21-09 displayed high

per se performance, high sca effects and exhibited
stability for fruit yield per plant. Such crosses have
potential to throw desirable transgressive segregants in
the segregating generations, which the plant breeders can
handle by pedigree method for developing high yielding
and stable varieties in brinjal.
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